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1.0 Introduction 

The ECOWAS Counter Terrorism 

Strategy Tracker (ECTS – Tracker) is 

an Open Data Platform that provides 

practical analysis of operational 

policy framework for ECOWAS 

counter-terrorism actions. It acts as a 

Supporting and serving knowledge 

base for promoting   a common 

regional approach for counter 

terrorism by both state and non-state 

actors through the documentation 

and analyses of cases, activities and 

incidences of extremist violence 

across the West African sub region. It 

is a mechanism for looking at the 

location, trends, patterns of 

incidences of terrorist attacks and the 

response of state and non state actors 

across the sub region.  The tracker 

has also serves as a tool in 

monitoring the efforts of States in 

implementing the ECOWAS Counter 

Terrorism Strategy (CTS).  

1.1 Trends and Patterns of 

Extremist within West Africa 

and the Sahel Region (Nigeria, 

Chad, Cameroon, Niger and 

Burkina-Faso)  

 

In the month of December both 

insurgents and herdsmen were 

instruments of rampage on West 

Africa and Sahel regions causing the 

Multinational Joint Task Force 

(MNJTF) to intensify clearance 

operations and take over territory 

from insurgents. As part of the on-

going Boko Haram crisis in the Lake 

Chad region, Mali witnessed an 

attack on its Airport in the town of 

Geo and a prison break later in 

month which led to the escape of 97 

inmates.  

1.2 Aids Response Delivery  

i. There was Aid response to civilians 

caught up in the Boko Haram conflict 

in the Lake Chad region during this 



period. This was a very big relief for it 

heavily impacted upon the lives of the 

victims positively due to the on-going 

crisis. With over 220,000 displaced 

persons in the Diffa of Niger region1 

Aid workers had to resort to the use 

of helicopters to reach civilians in 

need in the region. This is because 

safety concerns have made the use of 

the road networks in the region 

extremely dangerous which of course 

had a dire and deteriorating 

humanitarian situation in the region. 

Nearly half a million children are 

expected to suffer from the on-going 

food crisis and the United Nations 

had called for quick response from 

the International Community.2    

1.3 Response from Government 

/ Non Governmental 

Organisations 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/12/world/africa/nig
er-nigeria-boko-haram-food-crisis.html?_r=0 
  http://theeagleonline.com.ng/boko-haram-un-calls-for-
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i. Response to the on-going crisis, the 

United States of America during the 

period donated $1 billion worth of 

supplies of relief materials to victims 

of Boko Haram in Northeast Nigeria 

as part of its 2017 humanitarian 

response. 

i. During the period under review, the 

Nigerian government in collaboration 

with British Royal Anglian Regiment 

reached an agreement to provide 

training to the Nigerian School of 

Infantry on how to detect Boko 

Haram IEDs while on the front line3.   

ii. In order to give support to Operation 

Rescue Finale and create an enabling 

environment for ground troops to 

undertake final onslaught against the 

remnants of Boko Haram Terrorists 

(BHTs) in the Sambisa forest, the 

Nigerian Air Force (NAF) provided 

air strike support for the ground 

troops during this period.4 

1.4 SHI’ITES Crisis 
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4
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The security situation within the 

region remains volatile, and many 

governments are taking 

precautionary steps to avoid the 

resurfacing of another insurgent 

group, like that of Boko Haram. In 

Nigeria for instance the federal high 

court in Abuja ordered immediate 

release of Ibrahim El-Zakzaky who is 

the leader of the Islamic Movement 

in Nigeria. It also awarded N25 

million damages in favour of Zakzaky 

and ordered the State Security 

Service to compensate his wife with 

N50m for illegal detention5. The 

group was officially declared as an 

insurgent group during the period 

under review. 

1.5 Herdsmen Attack  

i. The Fulani Herdsmen in this period 

continued their rampage in Nigeria, 

attacking farmers at Ozu Item in 

Bende council in Abia state; the 

attack left some farmers with life-

threatening injuries as crops worth 
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several thousands of naira were 

destroyed by the herdsmen and their 

cattle and this forced many to flee 

from the community. 

ii. Christian youth in Kaduna threaten 

to revenge if herdsmen attack their 

communities again claiming that “if 

the state Governor insists that this 

herdsmen were foreigners, they 

urged the federal government to 

immediately close all borders with 

Chad, Niger, Cameroon and Benin 

Republic without delay”.6 

1.6 Health  

The Executive Secretary, Malam 

Barkindo Saidu disclosed that after a 

voluntary screening in some IDPs’ 

camps Borno state, 512 new cases of 

HIV infections were recorded in 

Internally Displaced Persons camps 

in which two persons among them 

were children. Borno State Currently 

experiencing 2.4 per cent of the 

population of the states living with 
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rufai.html 



HIV and AIDS, which translates to 

108,000 persons, going by the record 

of the National Population 

Commission, Only a small portion of 

the population, can access treatment 

because most anti-retroviral centres 

have closed.7 

1.7 Returning Refugees/ Sexual 

Abuse  

i. i. During this period, the National 

Emergency Agency of Nigeria 

(NEMA) put in place plans and 

preparations for the return of 

Internally Displaced Persons from 

Gwoza camp in Borno State back to 

their respective homes following the 

gradual return of peace to the region 

after assessment visit8. This is in line 

with the protecting of the rights and 

wellbeing of civilian who fled the 

North-east for safety in neighbouring 

communities in line with the 

countries domestication of the 

Kampala Convention. In Mali, the 
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European Union (EU) signed deal 

with Malian government to provide 

millions of euro in aid to prevent 

illegal migration and to step up its 

fight against human smuggling.   

ii.  The Nigerian government 

welcomed the safe return of 

150,000 refugees from 

across border (Cameroun, 

Niger, and Chad) to Bama 

IDP Camp, President Buhari 

assured Mr. Phillipo Grandi, 

the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

at State House while 

receiving him in Abuja that 

Nigeria will conform to 

guidelines of IDPs in line 

with international best 

practice and standards 

especially domesticating the 

Kampala convention9.  

iii. Two policemen, three army 

personnel, one prison official, one Air 

Force personnel, a staff of Borno 
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Ministry for Agriculture and two 

members of the Civilian JTF have 

been arrested for sexually abusing 

women and girls displaced by the 

Boko Haram insurgency.10 

1.8 Military Operation / 

Rescued Civilian 

i. i. During the period under review, in 

an offensive operation carried out by 

the Nigeria military led to the death 

of scores of Boko Haram members 

while 26 insurgents were arrested in 

various battle grounds. There was 

equally an aerial operations in 

Sambisa Forest in which about 801 

hostages were rescued during the 

offensive while 32 of their horses 

used in combat were killed. 11 

ii. ii. An ambush from Boko Haram 

Insurgent killed another Nigerian top 

military officer identified as 

Lieutenant-Colonel Umusu. He was 
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 https://www.naij.com/1075032-boko-haram-soldiers-
policemen-arrested-raping-displaced-women.html 
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 https://www.naij.com/1076683-bh-war-scores-killed-
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killed by an Improvised Explosive 

Device (IED)12 

iii. iii. Heavy bombardment in the on-

going clearance operation in Sambisa 

forest lead to fleeing members of the 

Boko Haram terrorists to disguise 

themselves as menial workers and by 

so doing infiltrated so many villages 

in the North East13. This operation 

also resulted in the rescue of 605 

women and children, 69 male adults, 

180 females, 227 male children and 

129 female children.14 

iv. In North Africa, the 

notorious Algerian al-Qaeda 

affiliate group, al-

Mourbitoun’s leader who 

was reported to have been 

killed in an airstrike is said 

to be alive but bed-ridden 

with a back injury due to 
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second-degree burns and a 

foot wound caused by 

shrapnel.15 

1.9 MILITARY PROTEST / 

MUTINY   

i. sporadic shooting at all direction in 

an extreme protest from Soldiers 

against the way they are being treated 

by the senior officers of the Army, 

maltreatment in Borno state while 

soldiers threatening to pull out of the 

operation16. 70 Soldier participating 

in the ongoing war against 

insurgency in the north east Nigeria 

who were earlier sentenced to death 

by a court-martial but had their 

sentences reduced to 10 years 

imprisonment currently held in 

custody at the Ikoyi and Kirikiri 

Prisons in Lagos State. Write 
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 http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/exclusive-
algerian-al-qaeda-boss-seriously-wounded-still-alive-
638327878 
16

 https://www.naij.com/1077989-borno-locks-soldiers-
fighting-boko-haram-rampage.html 

presidency to grant them presidential 

pardon17  

2.0 Small Arms and Light 

Weapons  

In preventing the proliferation of 

small arms and light weapons to 

counter terrorism and the rise in 

insurgency activities in West Africa 

and the Sahel region, vigilant Algeria 

army troops discovered a bunker full 

of arms and ammunition in the 

southern province of Adrar, near the 

Malian border, the troops retrieved 

20 Kalashnikov machine-guns, 13 

ammunition boxes and 516 bullets of 

different calibres18. 

2.1 PEACEBUILDING PROCESS  

i. Building sustainable peace in Mali, 

the French Defence Minister Jean-

Yves Le Drian urged Mali's warring 

factions to stick to a peace deal to end 

a long and bloody conflict. He 

emphasised that the accords should 
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 http://www.vanguardngr.com/2016/12/boko-haram-
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be implemented with great 

determination19  It could be noted 

that the Tuareg ethnic group which is 

the main separatist group in northern 

Mali, which is known as the 

Coordination Azawad Movements 

(CMA), suspended its participation 

from a committee charged with 

implementing a 2015 peace accord. It 

cited rising violence and a lack of 

progress on reforms among other 

reasons for its decision20. 

2.2 PEACE-KEEPING 

OPERATION  

i. During this period in focus, it was 

announced that a detachment from 

the Netherlands' 11 Luchtmobiele 

Brigade (11th Airmobile Brigade) will 

be joining the United Nation peace 

mission in Mali by 1 January, 2017.  

They will be based at Camp Castor, in 

Gao, which is also home to the 
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http://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/144154
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German Intelligence, Surveillance 

and Intelligence (ISR) Task Force. 21  

 

2.3 Prison Break/ Recaptured 

Prisoners  

A number of Islamist groups, some 

linked to al Qaeda, stepped up their 

insurgency in Mali in the Month 

under review. They launched an 

attack on a prison and freed 93 

prisoners during the attack in the 

central Mali town of Nion., This 

makes it the second attack to free 

their prisoners who are in jail. 

However, three of the freed prisoners 

were re-captured22. 

2.4 INSURGENT 

RECRUITMENT/ ATTACK 

i. Young boys who have no formal 

education or are either school drop 

outs or who still have not graduated 

are the targets of the Islamic terrorist 

sect Boko Haram for recruitment and 
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being brainwashed into the sect so as 

to attack Christian teachers23  In 

Burkina Faso, the military post close 

to the borders with Mali experienced 

coordinated assault from jihadist 

group in which 11 Burkinabe soldiers 

and one gendarme were killed in the 

attack. Some of the dead were killed 

after being burned alive, while 

military equipment, including 

vehicles, and were taken from the 

post during the assault. Although no 

terrorist group claim the attack, but 

several jihadist groups are known to 

operate in this area. This includes al 

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb’s 

Katibat al Murabitoon, led by 

Mokhtar Belmokhtar, and its Tuareg 

front group Ansar Dine, another 

group, Islamic State in the Greater 

Sahara (ISGS), a splinter cell of 

Murabitoon led by Abu Walid al 

Sahrawi, also operates there24. 
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 http://www.christiandaily.com/article/boko-haram-
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http://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2016/12/jihadi
sts-launch-coordinated-assault-in-burkina-faso.php 

ii.  

2.5 Success Story  

i. i. Nigeria military plan to re-open 

Maiduguri/Baga road due to relative 

peace that has been restored to the 

region25  

ii. ii. Due to the successes recorded in 

the ongoing offensive and clearance 

operation at the Lake Chad region 

which pushed Boko Haram 

insurgents back, and the Nigeria and 

Cameroon border were reopened for 

the first time in three years.26. 

iii. President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 

Chair of the Authority of Heads of 

State and Government in a two day 

official visit to the ECOWAS 

Commission in Abuja, Nigeria, 
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commended effective efforts in terms 

of the peace and security commission 

that has early warning signals made 

to curb terrorism by the sub-region27.  

iv. During the period under review, the 

Nigerian president, Muhammadu 

Buhari at a security conference in the 

Senegalese capital Dakar, once again 

insisted that the end for the terrorists 

is at hand. In his words “members of 

the militant group which has been 

fractured into a faction loyal to long-

time leader Abubakar Shekau and 

another affiliated to the Islamic State 

(ISIS) militant group had been 

surrendering “en masse” in Chad, 

and that regional military forces were 

preparing a final onslaught on the 

group’s hideout in the remote 

Sambisa forest. 

2.6 Logistics  

The month of December shows that 

Insurgents across Lake Chad region 

mainly carries out attacks on 
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 https://www.liberianobserver.com/news/president-
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communities and military installation 

using Horse Bicycles, and foot28.   
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