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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The ECOWAS Counter Terrorism 

Strategy Tracker (ECTS – Tracker) is 

an Open Data Platform that provides 

practical analysis of operational 

policy framework for ECOWAS 

counter-terrorism actions. It 

Supports and serves as a knowledge 

base that promotes   a common 

regional approach for counter 

terrorism by both state and non-

state actors through the 

documentation and analyses of 

cases, activities and incidences of 

extremist violence across the region. 

It also looks at the location, trends, 

patterns of incidences of violent 

extremism and the response of state 

and non actors across the region 

across the region.  The tracker has 

also serves as a tool in monitoring 

the efforts of States in implementing 

the ECOWAS Counter Terrorism 

Strategy (CTS).  

 

1.1 Trends and Patterns of Extremist 

within West Africa and Sahel Region 

(Nigeria, Chad Cameroon, Niger, 

Burkina-Faso)  

1. The period in view, our focus of 

our review, was equally the holy 

month of Ramadan. It experienced 

series of attacks from insurgents 
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across West Africa and the Sahel. 

The countries affected includes, 

Nigeria, Mali, Niger, Chad and 

Cameroon. Cameroon witnessed 

multiple suicide and bomb attacks 

from deadly terrorist sects, while the 

Multinational Joint Task Force 

(MNJTF) intensified offensive 

operation to clear out remnant of the 

terrorist cells in the North East, 

Nigeria.  

In Mali, Jihadist affiliated to Al-

Qaida’s terrorist lunched a deadly 

attack on United Nations Camp, 

while in Nigeria; the Civilian Joint 

Task Force (CJTF) reported 2that 

680 members of the vigilante group 

lost their lives in the war against 

Boko Haram.  

 

1.2 DEVELOPMENT  

Acting President Yemi Osinbajo paid 

the city of Maiduguri a courtesy visit 

despite advice from his security 

detail to avoid the trip due to the 

recurrent attacks from insurgents in 

the city. His visit boosted the morale 

of both military personnel and 

civilians in the region, and the acting 

president was able to distribute relief 

materials to the people.1.  

 

1.3 INSURGENT ATTACK  

i. The Town of Abala in Niger, a 

town closer to the Malian Border 

where Militants and criminal gangs 

operated witnessed increase in 

Jihadist activity. The area which is 

the home for refugees experienced 

                                                           
1
 http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-

news/233479-photo-news-acting-president-yemi-
osinbajo-visits-maiduguri.html 
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shooting of six security National 

Guard troops and two gendarmes by 

insurgent 2 . Suicide bomber killed 

two and wounded eleven civilians in 

a separate attack in Niger3  Also in 

the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, 

three United Nation Peacekeepers 

were killed while several others were 

injured from intensive rocket and 

mortar attacks lunched by Al-Qaida's 

affiliate Jihadist. 4  Bosso town also 

came under attack from Boko Haram 

killing thirty soldiers from Niger and 

two Nigerian troops5. Due to a series 

of devastating attacks in Niger from 

Boko Haram insurgents, over 

50,000 people were forced to flee 

                                                           
2
 https://www.voanews.com/a/gunman-kill-six-niger-

security-agents-near-mali-border/3883277.html 
3
  

4
 https://www.voanews.com/a/three-un-peacekeepers-

killed-in-attack-in-northern-mali-/3894392.html 
5
 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/boko-

haram-attack-niger-kills-32-soldiers-nigeria-
160604125912477.html 

their homes to Toumour, some 

30km west of Bosso6.   

 

ii.  Kolofata town in Cameroon 

experienced series of bomb 

blasts in the same month of 

June. 

                                                           
6
 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/boko-

haram-attack-50000-flee-town-niger-
160607183454277.html 
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iii. In a separate attack in the 

Chibok community in Nigeria, 

twenty one people lost their lives 

when the community came under 

attacks again by Boko Haram 

group, who despite the sanctity of 

the month carried out further 

attacks in the city of Maiduguri7, 

and lay claim to the bomb blast that 

went off in Adamawa state, killing 

                                                           
7
 https://www.voanews.com/a/nigeria-boko-

haram/3891091.html 

two people. 8 . There display of a 

video, lasting 10 mins, showing the 

Boko Haram leader, Abubakar 

Shekau mocking Nigerian 

authorities and taking credit for the 

abduction of about 10 female police 

officers9. Despite the Boko Haram 

group claiming to purport ‘true’ 

Islam, the de-sacrilisation of 

human life, especially on the holy 

month of Ramadan tells a different 

story of the group’s values.   

 

                                                           
8
http://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/nnorth-

east/233488-two-confirmed-dead-as-bomb-explodes-
in-adamawa.html 
9
 https://www.naij.com/1111988-shekau-resurrects-

video-claims-holding-policewomen-hostage.html 
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i.v Ansar Dine an al-Qaeda 

affiliated group attacked a 

military formation in 

Bintagoungou town 80km away 

from the historic city of Timbuktu 

in Mali, leaving five soldiers dead 

and eight others injured. 10  

Meanwhile, a popular tourist 

resort in the outskirts of Mali's 

capital, Bamako come under 

                                                           
10

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/soldiers-
killed-attack-mali-military-camp-
170617183113559.html. 

attack from unknown gunmen 

killing five tourists,  but were  

repelled by Malian and French 

forces who killed four of the 

assailants11 

 

 

1.4 Chibok  

Debbie and Grace who were among 

57 girls that escaped from the 

terrorists after the mass abduction of 

almost 300 school girls at 

                                                           
11

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/tourist-
resort-malian-capital-attack-170618180747981.html 
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Government Girls State School 

Chibok in April 2014, graduated 

from Canyonville Christian Academy 

in the United State of America as 

they were now  able to engage 

confidently, communicate effectively 

and blossom generally.12.  

1.5 DEPLOYMENT  

In order to intensify security and 

curtail suicide bomber attacks by 

Boko Haram at worship centres, 

during the month of Ramadan in 

Maiduguri, Nigerian Security and 

Civil Defence Corps, (NSCDC) 

Borno Command deployed 600 

personnel to various worship 

centres around the City13   

                                                           
12

 https://www.naij.com/1107986-2-chibok-girls-
escaped-sambisa-forest-2014-graduate-american-
school.html 
13

 http://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/nnorth-
east/233004-boko-haram-600-security-personnel-
deployed-to-maiduguri-mosq 

 

 

1.6 IDPs/ Diversion of Relief 

materials/ Refugees  

i.  Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 

camped at Kolofata in Cameroon 

fled camp because their safety could 

not be guaranteed due to the recent 

attack on camps in the town14. The 

Cameroonian authorities are 

perhaps of the opinion that the 

                                                           
14

 https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-internally-
displaced-persons-camp-militant-attacks/3887674.html 
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presence of internally displaced 

camps makes them a likely target for 

attacks from insurgent groups. This 

best explains why they forcefully 

sent nearly 900 refugees back to 

Nigeria. Although the allegation was 

denied by The Cameroonian 

government, they admitted that 

repatriation had taken place with the 

refugees' consent15  

ii. There were reports of 

thousands of Internally Displaced 

Person (IDPs) in Borno dying of 

starvation due to officials re-bagging 

and diverting of relief materials 

donated by philanthropic 

organisations and well-meaning 

individuals 16   while Nigerian Air 

                                                           
15

 https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-nigeria-
refugees/3921283.html 
16

http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/2
05489-boko-haram-victims-dying-starvation-borno-
officials-steal-relief-mater 

force airlifted relief materials to IDP 

camps.17 

iii. There was also a report of 

thousands of makeshift homes 

destroyed by rain and wind storm 

and this left about 4300 people 

without shelter18 

 

1.7 PROTEST / ACCUSATION 

i. Nigerian army formation at Ali 

Dawari in the Jere area of Maidugiri, 

were accused of looting and burning 

villagers as well as properties after 

insurgents strike 19 .  Amnesty 

International also criticized the 

Nigerian Military for dropping 

investigation of senior officers 

                                                           
17

 https://www.naij.com/1111630-naf-airlifts-donated-
food-items-idps-maiduguri.html 
18

 https://www.naij.com/1108304-storm-destroys-
1000-displaced-persons-homes-borno.html 
19

 https://www.naij.com/1109956-soldiers-looted-
burnt-villages-boko-haram-attacks-borno-residents-
allege.html 



8 
 

accused of war crimes in the 

northeast during the conflict with 

Islamist Boko Haram insurgents. 

The accusations ranged from 

starvation, suffocation and torture of 

8,000 people under the watch of the 

officers20. 

ii. 30 Cameroonian soldiers 

which are part of the Multinational 

Joint Task Force fighting insurgents 

organized in the Lake Chad Basin 

Commission along Cameroon –

Nigeria border and abandoned their 

position. Tembarked on a protest 

over non payment of their 

allowances and poor working 

                                                           
20

 https://www.voanews.com/a/amnesty-international-
rebukes-nigerian-military-dropping-war-crimes-
inquiry/3902371.html 

conditions, were arrested by 

Cameroon officials21  

1.8 Court Cases  

Usman Abubakar, a  boko haram 

suspect was  arraigned alongside six 

others on an 11-count terrorism 

charges bordering on abduction and 

murder of seven foreigners in 

February 2013 was discharged and 

freed by the Federal High Court in 

Abuja on the ground that 

persecution could not provide 

substantial evidence to back the 

claim22 

 

         

1.9 Arrested Boko Haram  

                                                           
21

 https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-soldiers-
boko-haram/3906675.html 
22

 https://www.naij.com/1108535-high-court-frees-
boko-haram-suspect-4-years-custody.html 
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The month in view experienced 

arrest of 24 Suspected Boko Haram 

members who are operating as 

Fulani Herdsmen in Auchi Edo State 

Nigeria 23 , also Aliyu Ahmed (a.k.a  

Aliko)  suspected Boko Haram  

hiding in a village in Bauchi State 

was arrested   possessing  1 Single 

barrel gun and 1 Dane gun and an 

AK-47 Rifle24. 

 

                                                           
23

 https://www.naij.com/1109553-troops-arrest-24-
suspected-boko-haram-members-auchi.html 
24

 https://www.naij.com/1110484-nigerian-soldiers-
nab-boko-haram-suspect-weapons-bauchi.html 

2.0 Sexual Abuse and 

Exploitation  

Escaped nineteen year old lady from 

Boko Haram insurgent camp in 

Sambisa forest, Mumina Hamidu 

who was abducted in Anguwan 

Barkono , Mubi town in 2014   was 

forced to marry  Bana Kura one of 

the sect commanders  paying 

N30,000  to the Insurgent 

authorities for her dowry25 

2.1 Humanitarian  

Nigeria suffered a setback in the 

ongoing war against insurgents at 

the North-east, as United State 

Senators Cory Booker and Rand Paul 

blocked sales of   12 weaponries 

aircraft fighter jet to Nigeria worth 

$600 million due to human right 
                                                           
25

 https://www.naij.com/1109131-how-boko-haram-
husband-married-n30000-female-victim.html 
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abuse concerns. Citing the killing of 

Shi’ites by the army in early 2015 

and the accidental bombing of an 

IDP camp as reasons26  

2.2 Military Operation  

i. Nigerian troops in an offensive 

clearance operation near Jarawa 

village in Kala Balge Local 

Government Area successfully 

neutralized a heavy ambush laid by 

insurgents. This resulted in the 

killing of a large members of the sect 

including the notorious Abu Nazir27  

ii. An officer of the Civilian Joint Task 

Force (CJTF), a non-profitable 

constituted group battling and 

repealing Boko Haram insurgents 

                                                           
26

 https://www.naij.com/1109091-us-senators-block-
sale-fighter-jets-nigeria-human-rights-concern.html 
27

http://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/2
33745-boko-haram-amir-many-others-killed-as-
nigerian-soldiers-clear-terrorist 

since 2012, declared that over 680 of 

its members have paid the ultimate 

supreme price since their 

involvement in the fight against 

insurgency 28  The Nigeria State 

Security Service (SSS) foiled terrorist 

plans to attack the city of Kano, 

Sokoto, Kaduna and Maiduguri, 

using explosives during the 

Ramadan festive period. The Service, 

recovered loot of ammunitions from 

the insurgents.  

iii. Chadian Army killed over 

162 insurgents in the 

communities surrounding 

the Lake Chad.  

                                                           
28

 https://www.naij.com/1112642-680-civilian-jtf-
members-died-repelling-boko-haram-attacks-borno-
official.html 
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2.4 Logistics 

During the month of June, terrorist 

extremists perpetrated their 

activities by moving around and 

making use of Toyota pick-up trucks 

(Hilux), Cars, Motorcycles, and 

Bicycles across Lake Chad and Sahel 

regions  
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